CHAPTER XXIII

SEPH LACRISSE, the Nationalist
candidate, was carrying on an active
campaign in the Grandes-Ecuries
ward against the outgoing councillor,
Anselme Raimondin. From the first
he felt at his ease in the public meetings at which
he spoke. Being a lawyer and very ignorant, he
spoke profusely, and nothing ever stopped him.
The rapidity of his delivery astonished the electors,
with whom he was in sympathy because of the
scarcity and simplicity of his ideas, and what he
said was always what they would have said them-
selves, or at least would have tried to say. He was
always speaking of his honesty, and of the honesty
of his political friends; he insisted that they must
elect honest men, and that his party was the party
of honest men. As it was a new party, the people
believed him.

Anselme Raimondin, at his meetings, replied
that he himself was honest, extremely honest, but
his protestations, coming after the others, seemed
tedious. Since he had already been a councillor

225